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Name:  

Prerequisite: How can you break up a 
rectangle into squares of the same size?

Study the example showing how to break a rectangle 
into squares of the same size. Then solve problems 1–9.

1  Owen started drawing same-size squares in 
Rectangle C . Finish drawing the squares .

2  How many rows of squares are there? How many 
squares are in each row? 

 

3  How many squares are there in all?      

4  Amelia started drawing same-size squares in 
Rectangle D . How many squares will there be 
altogether when she finishes? Tell how you know .

 

 

 

Example

These rectangles are the same size . They are both 
broken into squares . Rectangle A is broken into bigger 
squares than Rectangle B .

Rectangle BRectangle A

1 row of squares 
2 squares in a row 
2 squares in all

2 rows of squares 
4 squares in a row 
8 squares in all

Understand 
Area

Lesson 27

Rectangle D

Rectangle C
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Solve.

5  Draw lines to show how to fill the rectangle with the 
two different-size squares .

A

B

6  Look at square A . How many of these squares does it 
take to cover the rectangle?      

7  Look at square B . How many of these squares does it 
take to cover the rectangle?      

8  Explain why your answers to problems 6 and 7 are 
not the same .

   

   

   

9  Show how to cover the shape with squares of the 
same size . Use the fewest squares that you can .  
How many squares did you use?
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Name:  
Lesson 27

1  Count to find each area .

Area 5     square units 

2  What is the area?

  Area 5     square inches

Example

The red shape is covered with squares the same size . 
What is the area of this shape?

Count the square units . The area of the shape is 
12 square units . You must use same-size squares to find 
the area in square units .

Find Area Using Different Square Units

Study the example showing how to count square units 
to find area. Then solve problems 1–7.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

9 10

11

= 1 square unit

12

8

1 square inch

Vocabulary
area the amount of 

space a shape covers .

square unit a square 

with side lengths of 

1 unit that is used to 

measure the area of 

a figure .

Area 5     square units
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Solve.

3  What is the area of this rectangle? 

5 1 square centimeter

 

4  Ria says that the area of the Rectangle A is 9 square 
units . Do you agree? Explain .

 

 

 

5  Fill in the blanks .

Rectangle B has       rows of squares .

There are       squares in each row .

6  How can you skip count to find the area of 
Rectangle B? Explain . Write the area .

 

 

 

 

7  What is the area of Rectangle C ? How does this 
compare to the area of Rectangle B? Are both 
rectangles the same size? Explain why or why not .

 

 

 

 

Rectangle C

Rectangle B

Rectangle A
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Name:  

Example

Show and explain two different ways to find the area 
of the “C” shape below . Tell how you know that both 
ways work . 

34

5

6

7 8 9 10

2 1 21

1

2

1 2 3 4

3 4

One Way Another Way

Possible answer: One way I found the area is by 
counting each square unit in the shape. There are 
10, so the area is 10 square units. 

Another way I found the area is by dividing the 
shape into 3 different rectangles. I counted the 
square units in each rectangle to get 4, 2, and 4. 
Then I added 4 1 2 1 4 to get 10 square units. 

In both ways, I counted each square unit exactly 
once. I got the same area using both ways.

Lesson 27

Reason and Write

Study the example. Underline two parts that you think 
make it a particularly good answer and a helpful example.

Where does the 
example . . . 
•  show the two ways 

to find the area?
•  explain how to find 

the area using 
each way?

•  tell why both ways 
work?
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Solve the problem. Use what you learned from the example.

Show and explain two different ways to find the area of the shape below . 
Tell how you know that both ways work . 

One Way Another Way

Did you . . . 
•  show the two ways 

to find the area?
•  explain how to 

find the area 
using each way?

•  tell why both ways 
work?


