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This strategy works well for moving forward or backwards in time. Use the same concepts, but work
forward from your start time, or backwards from your end time, as called for in the problem.

Sample Problem: Jenn started her homework at 3:45 and she worked for 2 hours and 37 minutes. What
time did she finish her work?

Make your line with the start time at the left, and leave the end time blank. Work left to right adding on
mountains, hills, and rocks until you have used all of the 2 hours and 37 minutes. When finished, check that
you have moved the required time. The end time will be the final jump.

s 10 10 s s
A 1 A

3:45 4:45 545 550 600 6110 615 6:20 621 ?
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Sample Problem: Harry finished repairing his shower at 7:29pm. He began 3 hours and 45 minutes earlier.
What time did Harry begin the job?

Make your line with the end time on the right and leave the start time blank. Work right to left adding

mountains, hills, and rocks until you have used all of the 3 hours and 45 minutes. When finished, check that
you have moved the required time. The start time will be your final jump.

s 120 \/ 120 \/ 10 \ 10 1 1

? 3:49 3:59 4:09 4:19 4:29 5:29 6:29 7:29
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3. Continue until you meet your end time. Add your mountains, hills, and rocks together and you have
your elapsed time!

1 10 \/ 20 \/ 120 \/ 10 \/ 10 s
1Y

4:40 5:40 640 6:50 700 710 T7:20 7:30 7:35 7:36 7:37

1 hour + 1 hour = 2 hours
10 min. + 10 min. + 10 min. + 10 min. + 10 min. + 5 min. + 1 min. + 1 min. = 57 minutes

2 hours 57 minutes
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Elapsed Time Mountain Strategy

You will create a timeline with mountains, hills, and rocks. Fill in the times used as you go.

/\ RN e

Mountains = 1 hour Hills = 5, 10, 15, 20, or 30 minute increments Rocks = 1 minute increments

Sample Problem: Greg was dropped off at the movies at 4:40pm and his mom picked him up at the theater
at 7:37pm. How long was Greg at the theater?

1. Draw a timeline listing your start time at the left-hand side and your end-time at the right-hand side.

4:40 7:37

2. Draw mountains, hills, or rocks to show the time elapsed. Write the time moved inside the drawing.
Put the new time where the drawing ends.
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If it is 4:40 and we move 1 hour, what time will it be? 5:40. If we move another hour, what time will it
be? 6:40. If we move another hour, what time will it be? 7:40. We are only trying to get to 7:37, so
7:40 is too far. We can move 2 hours, but then we will have to change our strategy.
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